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Netherlands Funds in Trust at the UNESCO World Heritage Centre Italian Cultural Institute

The 2010 urban design graduate workshop

UNESCO International Year for the Rapprochement of Cultures
11-12 november 2010 at the Van Leer Jerusalem Institute
The cross-cultural city: 

urban context and cultural diversity

Celebrating 10 years of World Heritage in Israel with an appreciation for the UNESCO Chair in Urban Design and Conservation Studies and recognition of 35 years teaching at Bezalel 

Building on PUSH- Promoting the Understanding for Shared Heritage

An EU partnership for peace project 2006-2008 

Al Quds University, Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design and 

the Jordanian Society for Sustainable Development;

Guests and Participants
George Abungu, Francesco Bandarin, Mounir Bouchenaki,  Giorgio Gianighian,  Simon Goldhill, Jyoti Hosagrahar, Nazmi al-Ju'beh,  Munqeth Mehyar, Yusuf Natsheh,  Daniele Pini,  Neil Silberman, Minja Yang
Meirav Aharon, Yaarah Baron, Doron Bar, Meron Benvenisti, Liat Brix-Etgar, Zev Druckman, Abraham (Rami ) Freidman, Zali Gurevitch, David Guggenheim, Rassem Khamaisi, Bassam Khouri, Noah Hysler-Rubin, Nurith Kenaan-Kedar, Yossi Klein, Yossi Leshem, Moshe Margalith, Nati Marom, Gabriel Motzkin, Roni Oren, Oryan  Shachar, Arie Sivan, Yehoshua Sobol, Mike Turner, Yuval Yaski, Arnon Zuckerman,
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Francesco Bandarin (Italy), Director of UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre since 2000, has been appointed UNESCO’s new Assistant Director-General for Culture.

As a specialist in architecture and urban planning, Mr Bandarin previously worked in both public and private institutions in the fields of built heritage, cultural heritage conservation, environmental heritage and cultural events, as well as architectural and urban design in developing countries. As Director of the World Heritage Centre, Mr Bandarin has led the development of a vast network of public private partnerships for World Heritage conservation, as well as the development of a series of regional category II centres in every part of the world.
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Daniele Pini was born in Venice in 1944, earning a degree in Architecture at IUA Venice in 1969. He has served as a Professor of Urban Planning in the Faculty of Architecture of Ferrara since 1992, and formerly taught at IUA Venice, Algiers and Aix-en-Provence. He is currently teaching “urban conservation planning” at the Raymond Lemaire International Conservation Centre of Leuven and visited several universities in Italy and abroad. As an Architect Planner he operates in Italy and abroad in the fields of urban planning and design, focussing on urban regeneration issues with regard to urban heritage and landscape conservation. 
As a civil servant for the Algerian government he participated in the studies for the rehabilitation of the Casbah of Algiers (1971-72), and as a scholar he carried out studies on the historic cities of Fes and Salè in Morocco (1987-1989). In recent years, he has coordinated the conservation studies and the Action Plans of the UNESCO – World Heritage Centre for the Old Cities of Sana’a and Jerusalem and several urban regeneration and cultural heritage conservation projects funded by the World Bank in Lebanon, Jordan, Morocco, China and Djibouti; as a planning expert he took part in the preparation of the UNESCO cultural heritage management plan for the region and the city of Al Ain (EAU) and the UNDP capacity building program in urban conservation for Manama and Muharraq (Bahrein). Daniele Pini is the author of several books and essays on issues of urban regeneration and historic cities conservation and has recently edited a volume on “Historic city and sustainable development in today’s Maghreb” (UNESCO Rabat, 2004).
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Mounir Bouchenaki is currently Director General, of the International Centre for the Study of Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM) at Rome. 

His appointment as Director-General at ICCROM in November 2005 follows a long career at UNESCO, where he was Assistant Director-General for Culture from 2000 to early 2006.  Previously, Mr Bouchenaki had been Director of the Division of Cultural Heritage and Director of the World Heritage Center at UNESCO, and in his own country, he was Director of Antiquities, Museums and Historic Monuments in the Algerian Ministry of Culture and Information.


 
 Mr Bouchenaki holds a Ph.D. in archaeology and ancient history from the Arts Faculty of Aix-en-Provence (France). He has been awarded the titles of Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres and Officier des Arts et des Lettres by the French Ministry of Culture, and in 2002 was raised to the rank of Commendatore of the Order of the Star of Italian Solidarity by the President of the Italian Republic. He was awarded by the President of the French Republic the title of "Chevalier de la Légion d'Honneur".
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Jyoti Hosagrahar is faculty at Columbia University, New York and Director of Sustainable Urbanism International at Columbia University, and Bangalore, India. Architect, planner, and historian, she advises on urban development, historic conservation, and sustainability issues in Asia. Her research interests include urban heritage, cultural and environmental sustainability of cities focusing on the intersections of nature, culture, and the built environment, and postcolonial perspectives in design and planning. 
She serves as an expert for UNESCO on historic cities. Hosagrahar is the author of Indigenous Modernities: Negotiating Architecture and Urbanism (Architext Series, Routledge, 2005) awarded a 2006 book prize by the International Planning History Society. She has been the recipient of grants from the Graham Foundation, National Endowment for the Humanities, and the American Institute of Indian Studies. She serves on the editorial boards of the Journal of Planning History and Buildings and Landscapes. At Columbia she teaches courses on urban sustainability and postcolonial perspectives on non-Western architecture and urbanism. Recently, Hosagrahar has been extensively involved in the conservation and sustainable development of historic cities in India in partnership with UNESCO. She is directing the preparation of an integrated site management plan for the conservation and sustainable development of the heritage of the Hoysala towns in Karnataka. In partnership with The Energy Resource Institute, India, Hosagrahar is also currently developing a sustainability framework for Indian cities. She is currently working on a book on globalization and historic cities tentatively titled, Medieval Cities, Modern Lives.
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Simon Goldhill is a professor of Greek Literature and Culture at the University of Cambridge and a fellow of King's College, Cambridge. He is renowned for his work on Greek tragedy. His publications on Classical literature include "Language, Sexuality and Narrative", "Reading Greek Tragedy", "The Poet's Voice", and "Love, Sex and Tragedy: How the ancient world shapes our lives".  In 2009 he was elected a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He has also written on Jerusalem, 'The Temple of Jerusalem' and 'Jerusalem: City of Longing'. 
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Neil Asher Silberman (born June 19, 1950, Boston, Massachusetts) is an archaeologist and historian with a special interest in history, archaeology, public interpretation and heritage policy. He is a graduate of Wesleyan University and was trained in Near Eastern archaeology at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Awarded a 1991 Guggenheim Fellowship, he is a contributing editor for Archaeology Magazine and is a member of the editorial boards of the International Journal of Cultural Property, Heritage Management, and Near Eastern Archaeology.

With Israel Finkelstein, he is the author of The Bible Unearthed: Archaeology's New Vision of Ancient Israel and the Origin of Its Sacred Texts (2001) and David and Solomon: In Search of the Bible's Sacred Kings and the Roots of the Western Tradition (2006). 
His other books on the themes of history, heritage, and contemporary society include "Archaeology and Society in the 21st Century" (2001); "Heavenly Powers" (1998); "The Message and the Kingdom" (1997); "The Archaeology of Israel" (1995); "Invisible America" (1995); "The Hidden Scrolls" (1994); "A Prophet from Amongst You: The Life of Yigael Yadin" (1993); "Between Past and Present" (1989); and "Digging for God and Country" (1982).

Since 1998, he has been involved in the field of public heritage interpretation and presentation, working on various projects in Europe and the Middle East. From 2004 to 2007, he served as director of the Ename Center for Public Archaeology and Heritage Presentation in Belgium. In 2008, he was appointed to the faculty of the Department of Anthropology of the University of Massachusetts Amherst and became one of the founders of its Center for Heritage and Society.  He also serves as the president of the ICOMOS International Scientific Committee on Interpretation and Presentation (ICIP) and is a member of the ICOMOS International Advisory Committee and Scientific Council.
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Giorgio Nubar  Gianighian  was born in Italy in 1944, and graduated in Architecture from IUAV in 1970. As a registered architect since 1972, since 2007 he holds the Chair for Architectural Restoration at IUAV.  He has been a visiting Professor at universities in Canada, UK, Scotland, Japan, Israel, France, Colombia, Bulgaria, Germany, USA, Nepal, India, Argentina and China with over 90 publications in Italian, English, French, Japanese and Chinese. In addition to his teaching and research he has been consultant to the Aga Khan Trust for Culture; UNESCO World Heritage Centre; European Commission; Council of Europe and the Italian Foreign Affairs Ministry for the People’s Republic of China, State Administration for Cultural Heritage (SACH). 

Active in conservation, his recent projects in Venice include the reuse of Junghans and Gaggio Areas, the Herion compound (1990s); numerous design competitions, the  restoration of Torre dell’Orologio in Piazza San Marco as a Museum (1997-2006) and a Project “New life for old cisterns” (2003-2005). Further afield he is involved in the restoration of Ekmekçizade Caravanserai – Edirne Turkey (2004-05) and the Red Castle – Tripoli Libya (2007-). 
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Nazmi al-Ju'beh, an archaeologist and historian by choice and education, and an architect “by obligation,” as he always remarks, was co-director of Riwaq - Center for Architectural Conservation, the chairperson of Yabous Productions’ board of trustees, and a member of numerous organisational boards, one of which is the foundation named after the memory of his beloved friend, Faisal Husseini. 

Al Ju’beh received his bachelor’s degree in Middle East Studies and Archaeology from Birzeit University in 1980, and becoming the director of the Islamic Museum in Al Haram Al Sharif. He received  a PhD in Oriental Studies and Archaeology in 1991 from the University of Tübingen in Germany,  He then joined Birzeit University as professor of History and Archaeology, the chairperson of the History Department and the Dean of Students. 
He joined Riwaq in 1992 and has been involved till his resignation this year.  In addition, he served and still serves as a consultant on issues relating to Jerusalem and cultural heritage. He was the supervisor for the cultural review of Jerusalem in the multi-sector study organised by the Orient House and now serves as a consultant in the Presidential Committee for the Renovation of the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem.

Al Ju’beh was a member of the Palestinian team that participated in the bilateral peace negotiations in Washington, D.C., from 1992 to 1994, and a member of the Jerusalem Task Force.
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George Abungu, from Kenya, obtained his PhD in archaeology from Cambridge, UK. He was Director-General of the National Museums of Kenya between 1999 and 2002, and founding Chairman of the Programme for Museum Development in Africa (PMDA). He is now a Heritage Planning and International Management Consultant and CEO of Okello Abungu Heritage Consultants. He is a prolific researcher on African heritage, co-authored the book Lamu: Kenya's Enchanted Island, and published articles on numerous subjects including the changing of the cultural landscape in museums and immovable heritage. 
He represented Kenya on the UNESCO World Heritage Committee during the years 2005-2009.
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Munqeth Mehyar serves as Chairman and Jordanian Director of EcoPeace/ Friends of the Earth Middle East (FoEME). FoEME is a unique regional organization that brings together Jordanian, Palestinian and Israeli environmentalists to promote sustainable development and advance peace efforts in the Middle East. The organization has offices in Amman, Bethlehem and Tel-Aviv and actively involves hundreds of volunteers. It is a member of Friends of the Earth International, the largest grassroots environmental organization in the world that aims to bring Arabs and Israelis together under the banner of saving the environment while advancing normalization with Israel. As Jordanian Director, Mr. Mehyar leads FoEME activities concerning the Jordan River, the Dead Sea and the Good Water Neighbors Project. 
His responsibilities include supervising international project development and management, serving as a liaison to and lobbying of governmental and private sector figures and organizations on major regional policy issues relevant to environmental protection. He has organized dozens of regional conferences, workshops and study tours, supervised regional research on shared ecosystems, co-authored reports and policy papers and speaks regularly on water, peace and security issues.

Munqeth Mehyar received a degree in Regional Planning and Architecture from the University of Louisiana, USA in 1981, upon which he became the planning engineer for South Amman. In addition to his role as the Jordanian FoEME director, he serves as Vice President of the Jordan Society for Sustainable Development and a director of both the Jordan Sports Federation for the Handicapped and the Jordan Royal Ecological Diving Society.
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Minja Yang was born in Tokyo, Japan in 1952. Upon completing her high school education in Tokyo, she attended universities in Paris, Washington D.C., Geneva and London and has an undergraduate degree in Development Sociology (Georgetown University, USA) and post-graduate degrees in Southeast Asian Studies, and Political Theory (University of London). Joining the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 1979, she worked for the protection of refugees and displaced persons from Indochina as well as from the Horn of Africa until 1989 when she transferred to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

 

Having served in the Cabinet of the Director-General of UNESCO, then as Chief of Emergency Unit (1990), as Chief of Unit for the Safeguarding of Angkor and concurrently Head of the Intersectoral Task Force on Cambodia (1991), she joined the World Heritage Centre in 1994. She served concurrently as Director for the Asia-Pacific Region and of the Information and Documentation Unit, as well as Coordinator for a Special Programme for the Safeguarding and Development of Asian World Heritage Cities for the 21st Century at the UNESCO World Heritage Centre. Promoted in 2000 as Deputy-Director of the World Heritage Centre and Coordinator for Cultural Properties, she was instrumental in the establishment of the World Heritage Cities Programme for which became the coordinator. After a year as Director for Museum Development and Special Programme on Cities at the Office of the Assistant Director-General for Culture at UNESCO HQs, in 2005 she was appointed as UNESCO Representative to Bhutan, India, Sri Lanka and Maldives and Director of the UNESCO New Delhi Office.   Since her retirement from UNESCO in 2009, she has been actively involved in heritage conservation activities as Bureau Member of the Association of World Heritage Sites in France, as Founding Trustee of the Indian Heritage Cities Network Foundation, and as consultant on a number of urban heritage projects in Asia.  In September 2010, she accepted the position of President of the Raymond Lemaire International Centre for Conservation of the Catholic University in Leuven.

Her academic research and career have been marked by her interest in population movements and in culture and development particularly in the context of urbanization. Her contribution to the World Heritage Cities Programme and numerous operational projects in Asian and African cities, as well as in Istanbul, Turkey, has been in promoting the social dimension of heritage conservation, notably through special projects on "Fighting Urban Poverty through Heritage".


Ms Yang's numerous publications include "Interaction between the Centre and the Periphery : The Communist Movement in Thailand " (1979), and two books for children " Little Chea " (1983) about the flight of a Cambodian girl after the fall of Phnom Penh, and " Mama Also Works " (1985) to promote better understanding and support for working mothers in Japan.

She has been decorated by the governments of France, Laos and Vietnam for her contribution to cultural development in these countries.

