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Professor Michael Turner, born at High Wycombe, England in 1940, received his degree at the Bartlett School of Architecture, University College London.  Arriving in Israel in 1965, he worked, until 1983, in the public sector, initially at the Ministry of Interior as Director of Detailed Planning Division. Subsequently, he worked in Jerusalem, between 1969 and l971, as the project manager of the Jerusalem Central Area plan supported by the Ministry of Transport and the Municipality of Jerusalem, then as Director of the Urban Planning Unit and later establishing and directing the first municipal Environmental Unit in Israel.  

Since 1975, he has been a senior faculty member at the Department of Architecture at the Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design Jerusalem, offering courses and seminars on design, conservation and urban planning processes. In 2004, he was appointed to the UNESCO Chair in Urban Design and Conservation Studies, where he coordinated the Graduate Programme in Urban Design and where he is currently affiliated; during 2013-2016, he established the Research and Innovation Authority of the Academy developing inter-disciplinary cluster groups for design research.   
Over the years, he has been a visiting professor, on sabbatical at the University of British Columbia, Canada and at the College of Planning and Design, University of Colorado, Boulder and has given numerous invited guest lectures at other Universities and at professional meetings in Israel and around the world. Michael Turner has been a long-time adjunct faculty member (1975-2010) of the Faculty of Sciences at the Hebrew University. 
He has a private practice with work in architecture, conservation, urbanism and planning. Over the years, his projects in Israel have included a 20 class primary school in Jerusalem; conservation plans for the Roman Theatre at Shuni, the Jerusalem Archaeological Garden and the Crusader Castles of Montfort and Arsuf.  The regional projects include the physical component of the Jerusalem Strategic Plan and the design component of the proposed Biosphere of the Judean Foothills. Planning projects include the design for the artists' village, Ein Hod and the neighbouring Arab village of Ein Hud/Abu-el-Hija; urban design plan for Neve Sharet, Tel Aviv; design guidelines for the Jerusalem Sewage Treatment Plants and the urban improvement project for the old centre, Baka-el-Garbiya. He is now involved in the Conservation, Revitalization and Management Plan of the historic areas of Jerusalem.
Michael Turner has been actively engaged in numerous international research projects. Committed to regional cooperation and dialogue, he was a member of the joint Israeli-Palestinian-Jordanian task-force of, initiated by Friends' of the Earth, then EcoPeace, co-authoring the report in 1997 for the creation of the Dead Sea Biosphere Reserve and then, the River Jordan Valley Cultural Landscape for submission to UNESCO.  Moreover, he is continuously involved in European Union supported actions, initially, in 2002, being the Israeli lead-member of the TEMPER project of the EUROMED heritage programme; an inter-university project considering the Training, Education, Management and Planning of Pre-historic Sites in the Mediterranean and comprising teams from UK, Malta, Turkey, Greece and Israel. 
Within the EU 7th Framework as the Bezalel Academy coordinator, Michael Turner presented a 14 partner, 13 country proposal researching urban resilience to climate change in Africa, and was the coordinator on the project for the DEsign of Safer URBan Spaces – DESURBS, with eight universities. He also represented Bezalel on the EU TEMPUS projects having completed a study with EU, Israeli and Palestinian academics on the application of the Bologna process. He has participated in international workshops of the European Union, advising on projects of cultural heritage, and continues to make numerous professional and academic presentations and written papers in his field in conferences and workshops around the world.

Championing dialogue and peace he was Israeli project manager, between 2006 and 2010, in the trilateral EU Partnership for Peace programme – PUSH Promoting the Understanding of Shared Heritage, with the Al Quds University and the Jordan Society for Sustainable Development researching the common heritage of the region and a methodology for its interpretation. In the framework of the Jerusalem Berlin Forum, an initiative of the Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies and the Palestinian International Peace and Cooperation Centre studying unification processes, he participated in the research between professional and academic teams from Berlin and Jerusalem, both East and West, reporting on mechanisms with proposals that might promote a transition to sustainable peace.  

As a supporter of academic networking, he is continuing to develop contacts at the sister universities of Al Quds in Jerusalem and the Hebrew University together with other UNESCO University Chairs and research institutes. He was a member of the University of Cambridge CRASSH John Harvard Seminars, 2015-2018, on the 'Topographies of Citizenship'.
The professional and academic bodies, on which he serves or served, include the board of directors of the Jerusalem YMCA; the conservation sub-committee of the Israel Archaeological Council; the Anglo-Israel Colloquium Steering Committee. Representing the Architects Association he served as a member of the Jerusalem District Planning Commission during 1997-1999 and has chaired evaluation committees of the Israeli Council for Higher Education for degrees in architecture and conservation studies. He has been on the review panel of the Israel Science Foundation and also represented Israel in the fields of cultural heritage and sustainable development at the Asian Academy of Sciences where he participated in the relevant thematic meetings for the preparation of joint research programmes. As an active member of ICOMOS for over 30 years he has participated in many International Scientific Committee meetings including Theory and Philosophy, Sites of Religious Interest and Historic Towns. He currently represents Israel on the Scientific Advisory Board of E-RIHS, the European Research Infrastructure for Heritage Science that supports research on heritage interpretation, preservation, documentation and management.
In addition to writing numerous studies, papers and monographs on conservation and urban design, he is on the editorial advisory boards of peer-reviewed journals in these fields. Based on a report for the UNESCO memory-of-the-world programme and researching the historical and analytical components of the twentieth century he initiated the establishment of a national virtual library for Art, Architecture and Design in Israel and which he accompanies under the auspices of the National Heritage Project.  

At UNESCO he has over two decades of contribution, including consultations on the Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp, Ilha de Mozambique and the preparation of a cultural inventory in Ethiopia and the management of Axum. Michael Turner has been a regular participant at World Heritage expert meetings taking particular interest in buffer zones, risk preparedness, religious heritage, prehistory and sites of memory, providing worldwide consultancies on cultural heritage.  Recently he has participated in the expert meeting on the reconstruction of the Bamiyan Buddahs in Afghanistan. He has accompanied the debate on Historic Urban Landscapes since its inception, being member and contributor to the concept and drafting committees and continues to accompany the process and its global and local application being one of initiators of the Israel National Urban Forum. 
The research in the fields of risk and resilience, both at UNESCO and Bezalel has brought recognition as an advocate for the UNDRR based in Geneva, where he supports the developing of tools for culture and urban resilience as presented in the Sendai Framework and the acceptance of the Bezalel as an UNHabitat UNI partner.
He was appointed honorary Chairman of the Israel World Heritage Committee between 1999 and 2011 under the aegis of the National Commission for UNESCO. Over the past decades he brought the values of World Heritage to Israel, highlighting an integrative conservation approach and, conversely, an increased Israeli professional representation to UNESCO. He was appointed for the year 2004 to the consulting body of the Director-General's Action Plan for Jerusalem initiative; in 2005, he was elected on behalf of Israel as a member of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee and served in 2007-2008 as the Vice-President. His efforts for urbanism and conservation were recognised in Israel with the annual award of the Israel Planners' Association in 2008 and the Architects' Association in 2010.  
Since 2011, he has been appointed as chargé de mission to UNESCO providing international assistance and representation in the fields of education, urban design and conservation. This has included the evaluation of the Category 2 Centre in China, preparation of draft revisions to include urbanism in the World Heritage Operational Guidelines, a participant in the Nara +20 Document on Authenticity review team and a member of the team preparing the Global Report | Culture-Urban Futures to UNHabitat 2016 and 'culture as an enabler for sustainable development' for the New Urban Agenda. 
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