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Course Title

Tokyo Studio, Summer 2013: ‘Sixteen Revelations Of Time’
[studio betokyo, kaitz 2013 : Shisha-asar gilnyei Zman’|

Course Summary

‘Sixteen Revelations of Time’ is the sixth project of the Extraterritorial Research and Design
Studio in Bezalel’s Architecture Department. The studio, with [yes, sixteen] 3rd and 4th year
students, travels to Japan in autumn 2013 to trace and document, analyze, and interpret the
inherent temporality of the Japanese city, and, from within its context, develop a drawn and
animated cartography of time — drawn films.

The project accepts the, by now, broad understanding among academics and professionals that
the contemporary city manifests inextricable enmeshment of space and time [rather than a
dualism], and that time is ‘itrecoverably bound up with the spatial constitutions of society’ and
vice versa. At the same time the project is motivated by a certain sense of disquiet regarding the
awe and consequent detachment that these categories are more-often-than-not treated with
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within architectural and urban discourses. Our interest is oriented at the domains through which
the influence of time is currently rendered in the built environment, such as an experiential,
‘Tlived’ domain, a domain of ‘instruments and devices’, a ‘cosmic’ domain and others. It is
oriented at the ‘differences’ that time makes in space, at phenomena in transition. We will
obsetve the multiplicity, repetition, complexity and heterogeneity of these differences, avoid
efforts to manage [to ‘smoothen’] them, and aim at a detailed and sensitive investigation
concerning the presence of time in contemporary architectural and urban space.

Our drawn descriptions of the city seek to understand how urban and architectural
representations could co-ordinate with and evaluate time, and how the line and the structure of
the drawing could engage with the contemporaty city, both as tools and objects of analysis. This
desired drawing, hyper-real and detailed, analytic and critical in nature, is expected to include a
description of, for example, urban processes and individual activities, the workings of memory,
coexisting/contradicting structures and senses of time, and things manipulating or manipulated
by time—description of everything that is based in time. The drawing is an animated, temporal
debate about the city.

Space horizons seen to both expends and contract, time hotizon seen to both to speed up, to
slow down, and even to move in different directions.

The studio is divided between two consecutive parts. The first takes place in Japan between
August 23 and September 15. This part is devoted to observation, idea formation and material
gathering—fieldwork. We work primarily in Tokyo but travel also to the North and the South;

our work is figured while in movement. A subsequent part takes place in Israel during the
second half of September. It is devoted to further analytic and ideational processes, and project
development.
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Greece in 2013 is a model casualty of the recent global financial crisis. Since the
great Euro boom ended abruptly in 2008 Greece has plunged into one of the
most drastic recessions in recent international history. Processes resulting from
the crisis have radically modified almost all aspects of life in Greece. The Greek
people experience a passage from bubble Euro wealth to ‘new poverty’, and are
now aiming to manage, understand and cope with its inner workings. This
process is painful. General sense of euphoria did not simply disappear but turned
into an equally intense despair, a sense of loss. It changed the tolerance that the
Greek had as a society, and generated xenophobic symptoms instead of self-
reflection, and gross distrust rather than courageous acceptance of new ideas.
Within this context the city of Athens is an exemplar, symptomatic to the crisis

and currently a crisis in itself, requiring architectural thinking and exploration.

In Athens, the studio will concentrate on a neighborhood that exhibits the effects
of the crisis in forms of high unemployment rates and company bankruptcies, of
crime, and of great lack in material, mental and cultural intensities; it is a
neighborhood that seems to implode. Participants in the studio will visit Athens
and the site at the beginning of the semester, observe, analyze and present their
interpretation as a written ‘democratic manifest’ and a drawn or a photographed
‘urban collage’. The studio will take a ‘democratic approach’, involving debates
over the roll of architecture in Greece’s current reality and its capacity to initiate
processes of change, and aspiring synergy and exchange of ideas between the

students. The studio’s entire body of work will be channeled into buildings. Each
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participant will develop his or her ideas in a form of a building, flexible in

program, absorptive to content, sensitive with need, and entirely Athenian.

The studio will be conducted in Jerusalem. A study tour of four days will take
place in Athens at the beginning of the studio. The tour’s cost of 500-700 Euro

each will be covered by the participants.
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