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VISITING INSTRUCTOR: Davidson Norris, Architect Fellow (2013) -
American Academy in Jerusalem
AN INVESTIGATION OF JERUSALEM LIGHT
The natural light in Jerusalem plays as much a part in our perception,
understanding and memories of the City as its climate, landscape, buildings,
streets and public spaces do. The objective will be to identify, study and describe
10 spaces/places that embody/exemplify this special character and quality of
light. This investigation will be have three parts: 1. Jerusalem light in words and
images — how have poets, painters, sculptors, photographers, filmmakers,
architects, landscape architects captured and narrated this special quality of light
over/in time; 2. Jerusalem light in nature — what are the key solar, geographic,
topographic, geologic, organic, climatic, atmospheric and temporal variables that
drive this light and define its unique character; 3. Jerusalem light in the manmade
—how has the occupation and inhabitation of Jerusalem, both consciously and
unconsciously, created interior and exterior places and spaces that allow the
collective and/or individual perception and experience of Jerusalem light.

At the end of the semester we will produce a preliminary document that outlines
key results from the above 3-pronged investigation and shows how these findings
led to the selection of 10 light spaces/places in Jerusalem. So if you have a
background in the arts or sciences or built environment, a familiarity with
Jerusalem, an awakened desire to investigate what happens when a photon
encounters a City and an adventurous enough spirit to undertake a light /place
study that has never been tried at this scale before, sign up.
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The use of Genetic algorithm’s in design
On Neurobiology, Computation, Robotic, Philosophy... and incidentally
DESIGN
"Architects must understand that they stand in the middle between
biology and philosophy. Biology deals with the environment, philosophy
with the world." \ Peter Sloterdijk, Spheres Theory
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With the current technological advances in computational design
fabrication techniques and correlating material research, one can
veritably reassess the integrity of such discourses in the current scene of
the architectural profession today.

Part lecture, part workshop, the intensive course will rigorously explore
the crucial link between parametric design and our physical world. The
resulting typological models aim to innovatively break free of our
traditional methodologies in design and manufacturing and authentically
become convincing in their new ubiquitous or vernacular nature. Final
presentation will include computational drawings, 3D printed prototypes
video documentation of processes. Animation will be encouraged.
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