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What is the impetus behind the construction of an exhibition? Archiving? Editing?
Accumulation? Subtraction? How many kinds of exhibition do exist? The generational, the
regional, the thematic, the blockbuster, the historical, the biennial, the collection display,
the museum show, the gallery show, the artist-curated show... The class will investigate all
the different facets of the word “exhibition” in the field of contemporary art and it will
culminate in a series of encounters focused on the creation of a show that will involve all the
participants — students from the Master of Fine Arts and from the master in Policy & Theory
of the Arts.
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In this course we will look at twentieth-century artists and art movements with particular
focus on international networks of artists, dealers, patrons, gallerists, critics and other
cultural figures in the development of modernism. Among the themes we will discuss are
portraiture, narrative, the decorative, and the Gesamtkunstwerk. Emphasis will be given to
analyzing works of art through close looking, along with a variety of research methods for
understanding the cultural context that shapes artistic production. Some of the topics we
will explore are: art in Vienna in the years around 1900; art and the First World War; German
art 1900-1940, with a visit to the Israel Museum’s exhibition of works from Berlin’s Neue
Nationalgalerie; and American artists Florine Stettheimer, Marsden Hartley, and Jacob
Lawrence. Class will consist of informal lectures, discussion, museum visits, and short
student presentations.
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In this course we will look at twentieth-century artists and art movements with particular

focus on international networks of artists, dealers, patrons, gallerists, critics and other
cultural figures in the development of modernism. Among the themes we will discuss are
portraiture, narrative, the decorative, and the Gesamtkunstwerk. Emphasis will be given to
analyzing works of art through close looking, along with a variety of research methods for
understanding the cultural context that shapes artistic production. Some of the topics we
will explore are: art in Vienna in the years around 1900; art and the First World War; German
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art 1900-1940, with a visit to the Israel Museum’s exhibition of works from Berlin’s Neue
Nationalgalerie; and American artists Florine Stettheimer, Marsden Hartley, and Jacob
Lawrence. Class will consist of informal lectures, discussion, museum visits, and short
student presentations.
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