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Intersections between Modern Literary Theory and Ekphrastic Poetry

This course will examine theoretical approaches that helped to shape twentieth-
century interpretive practices and continue to have a formative influence to the
present day. After reading essays that represent each approach and discussing their
distinctive contributions to contemporary theory and criticism, the focus will shift to
ekphrastic poetry: to poems about artworks, or verbal representations of visual
representations which, in varying ways, offer illustrative examples of the different
theories discussed. Theory may thus provide modes of access to a special genre of
poetry, and this poetry, in turn, may demonstrate other ways to read theory.
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Intersections between Modern Literary Theory and Ekphrastic Poetry
This course will examine theoretical approaches that helped to shape twentieth-
century interpretive practices and continue to have a formative influence to the
present day. After reading essays that represent each approach and discussing their
distinctive contributions to contemporary theory and criticism, the focus will shift to
ekphrastic poetry: to poems about artworks, or verbal representations of visual
representations which, in varying ways, offer illustrative examples of the different
theories discussed. Theory may thus provide modes of access to a special genre of
poetry, and this poetry, in turn, may demonstrate other ways to read theory.
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