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"The most significant aspect of Israeli architecture, at once most evident yet so well
concealed, is its political dimension. In Israel, just like war, architecture is a continuation of
politics through other means. Every act of architecture executed by Jews in Israel is in itself
an act of Zionism, whether intentional or not. The political dimension of ‘building the Land of
Israel’ is a fundamental, albeit often latent, component of every building in Israel, and the
political facts it creates are often more dominant and conclusive than any stylistic, aesthetic,
experiential or sensual impact they may have." (Sharon Rotbard, Wall and Tower, in Eyal
Weizman and Rafi Segal's censored catalogue "A Civilian Occupation: the Politics of Israeli
Architecture", 2002, 2003)

"Are politics built into architecture?", wondered the New York Times' headlines in August
2002 after The Israeli Architects' Association had decided to censor an exhibition curated by
Eyal Weizman and Rafi Segal, and to destroy the 5000 printed copies of the catalogue. "The
association thinks the ideas in the catalog are not architecture.", said Uri Zerubavel, the then
head of the Israeli architects association. The rest, as they say, is history.

More than twenty years after that debate about "A Civilian Occupation", this seminar aims
to explore the minefield of architecture in Israel through places, cases, books and texts.
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In the last few years, a new digital movement has been rising in the architecture world. This
movement combines digital tools to gain more knowledge and control in the design process
while making it more efficient and intelligent. Those tools allow the designer new
opportunities, but since every design process is unique and requires different solutions,
coding skills can give the designer the ultimate toolset.
This workshop is an introduction to coding in Python for Grasshopper. In addition, we will
learn how to use different geometries to achieve a complex design.
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In architecture, digital tools are becoming vital knowledge for the new generation of
architects. These tools cover various key topics like form-finding, FE analysis, optimisation,
and more. By combining these tools, architects can engage in multi-disciplinary design
processes, resulting in more comprehensive and holistic designs. Like any other change,
these tools offer new opportunities in architecture and design. However, to effectively
integrate a multi-disciplinary approach, they must be used in conjunction with co-design
methods, considering the different stages of the design process and how they can
complement each other. This workshop aims to explore a range of essential digital tools and
how to incorporate them into the design process.
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