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JERUSALEM: HISTCRICAL PRESERVATICN

AND URBAN RENEWAL

Study Unit C: Preservation Studio addresses the study of the Israeli domain
from the perspective of cultural heritage preservation, while focusing on
the professional knowledge and contemporary discourse in this field. The
studio work is integrated with the Jerusalem Preservation Workshop, with
the support of Yael Levin Foundation. It is our view that preservation should
be read as an ethical and cultural system which supplies the framework in
which a specific society can conduct an ongoing discussion of its identity
in general, and its relation to the built environment in particular. The
results of the discussion are manifested in the selection of sites designated
for preservation, and the modes of planning and executing preservation
projects. The studio focuses on the increasing importance of preservation,
both as a tool of developing the space and as a vehicle of cultural-social-
political change. Our aim is to examine how preservation can be a means for
managing the transformation of development and urban renewal, within a
complex economical-social-political reality.

The studio focuses on the development of new programs incorporated
in preservation sites, and underscores the planning development, down to
the architectural detail. The point of departure of this project is a historical
research, extensive documentation file and a significance document. As
part of a supporting course to the studio practice, the unit teaches general
theoretical material concerning the history of preservation and case studies
which carry a certain relevance to the studio work, interlaced with educational
tours.

As part of the examination of the discourse of preservation as a relevant
and significant tool of the architectural feats in the Israeli space, the discussion
and practice in the studio focus on the examination of the limitations of the
preservation discourse and its theoretical and practical assessment. Among
the subjects that were studied as part of the unit's activity in recent years
are: the preservation of textures in Jerusalem such as the Katamonim, Ein
Karem, Kiyat Yovel, Mt. Scopus, Mendelbaum Court, the city center and Lifta,

preserving industrial heritage of the windmills and water towers, preserving
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the modernist heritage of architect Erich Mendelsohn, preservation of the
Israeli project in Bat Yam, Rishon LeZion and Ashkelon, preservation in the
Ein Gedi and Gezer Kibbutzim and many other diverse issues. This wide
range, that also encompasses this year's graduation projects, provides a
panoramic view of the forefront of today's preservation discourse, as well as
what should form a part of it in the future.
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