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The Sustainable Urban Design Unit engages with the integration and fusion of
two elements that are essentially intertwined - urban design and sustainability.
Urban design, drawing its name from the urban environment, is characterized
by a preference for the influences of urban reality on the planned object,
typically addressing the design of the urban environment of the constructed,
development and the single structural object, under the umbrella of an urban
surrounding and its complex reality.

The basic premise is that the object is never completely free or
accountable only to itself; at all levels of planning it is found in a systemic
space — forever encompassing and encompassed, containing and contained,

whole yet partial, framed and framing.

ANNUAL AND SEMESTER FOCUS — URBAN RENEWAL IN HOLON

Just as the term “sustainable” has become a popular and banal concept since
the eighties, to some extent, so has the term “urban renewal”; in both cases
the cause lies in the fact that focus is directed towards the quantifiable, the
statistical and the scientific. Naturally, there is and should be another way to
go about it.

The natural place the of fundamental issues of urban renewal is in a
teaching and apprenticeship course such as that offered by us — the course of
Sustainable Urban Design ... sustainability on the basis of the ability and the
right to exist ... while preserving the balance within and between relationships.

It will suffice to mention a number of fundamental issues,

methodologically distinct from one another, to understand this association:

A.  Time and space — time as the fourth dimension of space, or a time-

structure relationship.

B.  Studying and understanding processes of change as both function and
goal:
> Human and demographic aging.
> Physical deterioration.

> Changes in the community, urban space, its loci and foci.
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Relationships - the balance between the private and the public.
Balancing development in a society where available land is diminishing,
and the Greek forum is converted into the Web forum.

The nature of the change and its effects.

Preservation and recycling fragments of place and memory (material and
spiritual) under conditions of renewal and relational change, or change,
and renewal under conditions of preserving memory and relationships.
The Practice of Living (housing, work, leisure ...).

Housing, employment, education and welfare, the division of time,
neighborliness ... expectations...

“Distribution of wealth” in a democratic society.

Coeflicients of discrimination and tolerance in relation to otherness,
needs and preferences.

Ethics and accountability.
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