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CITY/STATE

The City/State research unit strives to formulate a new conceptual framework
for describing and analyzing the spatial arrangement taking shape between the
city centers and open spaces. The unit rejects the sharp distinctions between
urban, suburban, rural-agricultural and natural areas. These categories are too
static in the face of the fluxing reality, which they endeavor to portray. We offer
an interdisciplinary methodology which addresses the connection between
urbanism and architecture, landscape architecture and infrastructure, regional
planning and environment, for a more multifaceted and clear reading of the

space.
“GO SOUTH...”

Israel’s ultimate test is not its struggle with external hostile forces, but rather
its domination, with the power of science and pioneer spirit, over its country’s
desolate expanses in the south and Negev areas.

David Ben Gurion, “Southbound”

“Go south...” studio addresses Israel’s southern areas, which have always been
the target of monumental visions and dreams, countless plans and an exclusive
political and budgetary status. Despite these, the reality in the south is one of
spatial conflict between institutes and sectors in the Israeli society: between
development towns and the regional councils, the Bedouin population and
their Jewish neighbors and authorities, between military and civil institutions,

between polluting industries and desert environmentalists.

BE'ER SHEVA METROPOLITAN AREA

In light of the ambition to create a quality, organized and identifiable space,
the majority of the effort is directed towards the transformation of the area
encompassed in Be’er Sheva district...into a metropolitan area which will
form around the city of Be'er Sheva.

(National Master Plan for Israel, TAMA #35)

U

This year we have addressed the area of Be’er Sheva and posed the question:
what is the significance of a city of some 200,000 residents developing,
according to the planning intentions, into a metropolitan center? We examined
the role of Be’er Sheva in the south of Israel: the opportunities and challenges
involved with these processes, the social, political, economic and environmental
aspects; the affinity between the city and the surrounding settlements, and
between the city and the desert; and the policy measures that the city can and

should take in order to allow it to become such a center.
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