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IN+-FCRMAL ARCHITECTURE

From the early days of the modern era, building in general and architectural
design in particular constitutes a spatial expression of human existence in the
big city. Alongside the urban existence within the confines of the developing
formal systems, emerged a non formal way of life, which was manifested
in different expressions of informal architecture. This does not refer only
to residential construction executed without permits, but rather to the
gamut of urban phenomena —informal education, informal trade, makeshift
infrastructure, undefined and inadequate playing grounds, local public
transport and the like.

The spatial manifestations of the non formal urban existence are
worldwide. But at the same time, it is also a distinctly local phenomenon,
whose singular architectural form is the product of the local spatial,
technological and political conditions. Our research unit seeks to study
the spatial characteristics of the phenomenon in our time, by focusing on
local case studies. We assume that focusing on the analysis of a non formal
construction in a specific space in a limited timeframe can yield valuable
general insights to the living conditions in today’s global city. We attach great
importance to a multidisciplinary approach to urban planning, accompanied
by an integration of professional knowledge and local knowledge. It is our
view that such an approach allows critical thought and creativity that are
missing from the formal planning system. The latter cannot, and sometimes
is unwilling, to take on the complexity of the process of planning and

constructing for the disadvantaged sectors of society.

We are not interested in the informal form per se. We are aware of the
fascination stirred by “architecture without architects” and wish to suspend
that enchantment in order to try to critically examine the construction
products perceived as more authentic or ‘real’: the way they are influenced by
the space designed by the government using statutory measures; and the way

they influence it through civilian practices.

U

The projects presented in the catalogue deal with different sites of the non-
formal existence in the Israeli-Palestinian space. These sites are located in
the crack between government planning and civil architecture, between
ownership and belonging, between memory and erasure and between
treatment and abandonment. With an architectural analysis and detailed
architectural planning, the students offer social-economic tools for shared
existence in these spaces.
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