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Bezalel, Yaffo 23/ Jerusalem in cooperation with the Goethe Institut Jerusalem
is please to announce a new international group exhibition, and a series of talks:

Culture.Climate

opening reception:
Tuesday 22.11.2011
8pm

The greater part of the soul lays outside the body..
Treatment of the inner requires treatment of the outer.
Hippocrates. Airs, Waters, Places

Social and environmental concerns are slowly taking the lead over individual and national
ones. All over the world, we notice a shift from the individual to the collective and from
nationalism to a more global approach. Everything is interconnected—the climate, the
economy, politics, and our culture at large—and new technologies of communication mirror
this growing complexity. The mind is but a nod in the system, the body, a cell in a totality
that is life.

The works exhibited in Culture.Climate attempt to realign the environment and the senses.
In the words of Alfons Hug (curator, Sao Paolo Biennale, 2002 and 2004), who curated the
video works in the show, "Climate phenomena which are increasingly bureaucratized and
medialized need to be "reculturalized” by measuring the aesthetic temperatures of a new
attitude towards life.” Climate has become for us mere date, collected and measured by
objective devices. So an aesthetic approach to climate helps us experience again the many
ways in which climate and culture interpenetrate.

The video works, by Simon Faithfull, Michael Sailstorfer, Shin Ki-woun, and Gudio van der
Werve, project an aestheticized world that feels its climate as its culture.

In addition to this group of international artists, we added five artists based in Israel.

Atar Geva and Sachar Dor work together in Kibbutz Ein Shemer in the interstice

between ecology, education, and art. Their performative object combines elements from
performance-dance and sculpture. It is a kind of breathing-floating object made of the
same plastic used in greenhouses. It captures an empty mass of air within the gallery space
and lets it out in sporadic gestures.

Sharon Glazberg installs a line of trees covered with animal feathers that stick to them
by the force of wind generated from wind fans. It is a hybrid of dead and live nature, an
animal-tree caught within an artificial climate.

Wanja Jonathan Schaub, German born and living in Jerusalem, installs two works. "The
Book of Shortcuts” is an atlas of stringed paper, a map that treats the paper as landscape.
And two of his signature garden capsules mimicking with plants well known nature studies
by DUrer or Beuys. Schaub reverses the usual task of art, making nature draft an image of
itself.



The "Messenger” of Daniel Kiczales, a musician and artist living in Jerusalem and the lead
singer of "Yuppies with Jeeps”, is an interpretive reading of the local climate. The work was
filmed from Mount Scopus facing Al-Issawya. Kiczales treats the landscape and its sounds
(in this case the Muezzin prayer) as ready-mades, appropriating them into a new musical
piece. The work measures the distance between two cultures that share the same climate.

The project is realized in cooperation with the Goethe-Institut Jerusalem. As part of the
exhibit Yaffo 23 and the Goethe-Institut will host panels, readings, and a film screening.

November 20, 20:00, Goethe-Institut Jerusalem, reading (in German):
Michael Krtiger, Under the open Sky

Opening evening-Tuesday, November 22", 18:00, Bezalel, Yaffo 23/ Jerusalem,
panel discussion (in English):

The Moral Value of Nature: Prof. Angelika Krebs (Basel University), and

Prof. Avener De Shalit (HU, Jerusalem)

November 24, 21:00, Goethe Institut Jerusaelm, Film Screening:
The Age of the Stupid, Franny Armstrong, UK, 2009, 92 minutes.

November 30, 19:00, Concert at yaffo23
morton Feldman, Patterns in a Chromatic field
80 min concert for cello and piano

Dan Weinstein and Shira Legman

Closing Event, January 5%, 18:00, at Bezalel, Yaffo 23/ Jerusaelm,

Lecture, and panel discussion:

Nature and Power - Environmental History: Prof. Dr. Joachim Radkau

(Bielefeld University)

Discussants: Dr. Roy Brand (Bezalel, Yaffo 23), Dr. Eilon Schwarz (Haschel Center,
Tel Aviv), Carmit Lubanov (The Association of Environmental Justice in Israel).
Moderator: Marc Berthhold (Heinrich Boll Foundation Israel).



