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CITY 7/ STATE
RESEARCH + DESIGN UNIT

City/State Research + Design Unit, strives to formulate a new conceptual
framework for describing and analyzing the spatial arrangements taking
shape between city centers and open spaces. The Unit addresses the
connection between urbanism and architecture, landscape architecture
and infrastructure, regional planning and environmental strategizing, in
order to devise multifaceted and nuanced readings of space. The Unit has
been involved over the years in numerous international initiatives, including
workshops, exhibitions and symposia.

Southbound...

“Israel's most challenging ordeal is not in its struggle with foreign hostile
forces, but rather in conquering, with the power of science and pioneering
spirit, the wastelands and wilderness of its southern expanses and the Negev”
— DAVID BEN-GURION, “DAROMA” (SOUTHBOUND)

City/State Unit launched the “Southbound” Studio four years ago aiming at
exploring Israel's southern desert areas, which are mistakenly conceived by
many as vast reserves of land waiting for development. Israel's south has
always been the target of monumental visions and dreams, countless plans
and an exclusive political and budgetary status. However, despite these
the reality of the south is one of spatial conflicts between institutions and
sectors in the Israeli society: between development towns and the regional
councils, the Bedouin population and their Jewish neighbors and authorities,
between military and civil institutions, between polluting industries and

desert environmentalists.

An Outline for Regional Urbanism: Between Beersheba
and the Nevatim Airport

Our studio has focused over the past year on the region spanning between
Beersheba and the Nevatim Air-Force base, along route 25 and its
surroundings - in view of the Minister of Transportation’s vision of turning
the base into an international airport that would complement the existing
Ben-Gurion airport near Tel Aviv. A project of this magnitude is bound
to rain down significant and substantial budgets for infrastructure and
development, steamrolling a new agenda over the southern region of Israel.

We used that scenario in order to surface some dormant challenges that
the region is facing, especially regarding its Bedouin population - questions
about the settlement of land-disputes, the availability and appropriation of
resources, infrastructures, and services.

The students started their projects with in-depth research and analysis
of the region, and went on to propose long-term planning and development
strategies that create opportunities for a new regional urbanism - one that
addresses cultural, historical, social, and economic aspects, and takes into
account ecological, spatial, and morphological parameters of the desert
landscape.

The body of research we present in this catalogue strives to promote
development opportunities that do not conform to just 'finding a solution to
the Bedouin problem’ - it asserts that the region needs, and should benefit
from sensitive yet bold ideas.
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