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PERIPHERY /7 HOUSING
AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN DIMONA

"Periphery Studio" aspires to confront the cultural and political complexity
characterizing Israeli social and urban space. Above all, the studio addresses
the towns and settlements in the Israeli periphery, and the pressing problem
of planning attainable public or private housing.

We believe that the academia is a fitting laboratory for applied research
and development of new models and scenarios. It is particularly effective
and creative when it examines the exiting space in real time, addresses it,
criticizes it, and offers alternative cultural structures.

Every year, the studio settles in another peripheral town, studies it on
all its urban and architectural scales and focuses on the development of
detailed programs for attainable residence and relevant public buildings.
This year, the studio operated in the Negev city of Dimona - in the first
semester it addressed attainable housing, and in the second semester it
tackled public buildings.

The students examined prototypical housing projects around the world,
analyzed them and evaluated their relevance to Israeli space and society.
At the same time they studied the city of Dimona: its establishment, social
composition, and particularly the sources of employment it offers and the
links between work and residence patterns typical of the city.

After a detailed urban analysis - which encompassed the examination of
land usage, transportation, grounding coverage, population density, typologies,
apartment types, structures conditions, and the performance of public
spaces - the students were asked to propose a housing project in the city,
account for its location and compose a quantitative and qualitative program
supporting their proposal. At the end of the first semester, the students
presented their projects on the scales of the city (1:500, 1:250) and the
buildings (1:50, 1:100) using programs, sections, models and visualizations.

In the second semester, we focused on the elaborate planning of
public structures: The fourth year students tackled the urban properties of
the structure, and then its development as a building to the scale of 1:50;
the fifth year students further developed their final projects and placed the
public building in the housing complex they planned in the first semester.
This year, we have added the cinematic medium to the arsenal of architectural

tools used in the analysis and planning process. The students filmed, edited
and directed films that portray the city, the spatial situation they identify
and the architectural project they propose.

June 2013
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