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HOW DO YOU ILLUSTRATE LOVE IN FOUR DIFFERENT LANGUAGES?

An international student exhibition of children's book illustrations

Students of Illustration from the leading academies of design and illustration from Korea, Germany, Bulgaria and Israel, illustrate for children under the theme of Love.

Maternal love, imaginary love, a love for a doll and unrequited love, what do they look like in different parts of the world? 

Each country has a unique culture, its own vocabulary of images, traditions and style. Love looks different in every country.

A close observation of illustrated children's books allows us to examine the differences and similarities of the different cultures in relation to this one universal theme. 

The project, initiated by Prof. Marcus Herrenberger (Germany) and Prof. Won Bok Rhie (Korea) created a fascinating arena for the exchange of ideas and images amongst the different academies. The project was exhibited to wide audiences in Korea, Bulgaria and Germany and  is now on display in Israel.

Children's book illustrations immortalize childhood, define it, and provide children’s local culture its visual identity.

In regard to the universal theme of love, the young illustrators from around the world gained an extraordinary opportunity to examine this concept and its different childhood representations and to use it as a subject for the creation of an illustrated children’s book.

The connection between the young, original and personal student illustrations with the known and beloved local children’s literature, lead to a series of works that offer an array of original, fascinating and surprising visual interpretations. 

Under the guidance of the lecturer Orit Bergman, children's book illustrator in the department of visual communication at the Bezalel Academy, the blossoming young illustrators dealt with the various stages of the children’s books oeuvre. From the initial encounter with the text, through the explorations of character stylization, the creation of an entire visual world, page division and the creation of a suitable rhythmic sequence appropriate for a children’s book.

