Photography Department Bezalel
In the 2014-2015 academic year, the Photography Department Bezalel will address the theme of the "missing image" in a series of workshops, conferences, seminars, and exhibitions in the department's Photography Gallery.
Annual Topic: The Missing Image
Since the invention of photography it has been used increasingly in constructing and imprinting events in the collective memory of communities and collectives, as well as in the private memory of individuals. The photographer's work is often perceived as "objective," as an act devoid of an author and lacking cultural context contingent upon the positions of photographer and viewer alike, and upon the limitations of the photographic frame. The photograph is frequently described as an image "drawn from reality", namely—"this is the way it was"; hence it is used, time and again, to establish domination and power relations. The link between "reality" and the photograph, however, may be deceptive.

In an era in which we all share in the "photographed event" and the "event of photography," the camera has become a key player in the cultural, scholarly, scientific, political, and social arena. Photography is customarily approached through the visual medium—through the visible. This hermeneutical approach maintains that photographs may be interpreted by observation. Thus, despite the prosperity in the scope of photographic research and the numerous technological advances in the field, the primacy of vision in the discourse of photography remains uncontested. That primacy sometimes blocks discussion of that which lacks visual presence, namely—the "missing" or "absent" image, which is invisible to the lens and may remain outside the frame.

The geopolitical location of Bezalel's Photography Departmen in Jerusalem enables the parties sharing in the event of photography, both students and faculty, to show growing sensitivity to the local contexts in which we operate in the Middle East and to explore perspectives which follow the "missing image" and the set of values and "truths" stemming from its existence as an implied assumption in photography. As part of the Department's activity in the upcoming academic year we will delve into the system of historical, political, and aesthetic expressions imprinted in photographs as visual documents which mark (inter alia) the undocumented, that which is of no interest to document, that which is absent from the hegemonic mechanisms.
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