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Changing attitudes to conservation in the 21 century
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This course will discuss the issues on the cutting-edge in the role of conservation in the
twenty-first century evolving from ground rules focusing on monument preservation and
embodied in 1964 with the adoption of the Venice Charter. Since then, the World Heritage
Convention (1972) and other mechanisms and recommendations, notably from the Council
of Europe and ICOMOS have generated a body of knowledge that is now robust. The new
challenges of social inclusion, sustainability and the digital age are rewriting canonical texts
that move from the monument to the living city in an integrative process. Adopting the
directive from the Nara Document (1994), conservation does not only belong to the people
that created it, but to the place that provides for its management. The language of
conservation and its adaptation to local cultural conditions is an essential component in
developing relevant interventions and addressing the challenges of societies and
communities. Learning from Jerusalem as a case-study will provide a background to the
debate.

Individual Research Project
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This course allows the student to develop and deepen her/his knowledge in a specific field of
interest around a central theme which can be debated through individual presentations in
the class. The course will be conducted in English and will bring international experiences to
the debate. ERASMUS and exchange students with relevant backgrounds will be encouraged
to participate thus enriching the discussion. This year the theme will focus on — culture as an
enabler for sustainable development and the UNISDR programme on the Resilient City with
the UNESCO Recommendation on Historic Urban Landscapes that was approved in
November 2011. References will be made to the preparations for the UNHabitat meeting of
2016.
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