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Time, Space, and Verticality in Aerial Photography

Roi Boshi

The course examines two photographic practices that are currently gaining increasing
dominance: aerial photography, on the one hand, and spatial photography on the
other. Aerial photography intersects the history of photography with broad
technological, cultural, political, and military histories. Beyond its part in the
development of flight and space exploration, aerial photography has implications
related to the emergence of the global age, modern construction of the self,
perceptions of space and its representation, urban planning, archaeological perception
of the past, and ultimately, our world image. The two histories — of aviation and
photography — grew in parallel in the second half of the 19" century. Together they
form a montage of two global mediums, one of transportation and the other of
communication. The two technologies that aerial photography connects have been an
extension of human physical abilities, have made it possible to overcome the
physiological limitations of vision and gravity, and together they have created a new
and dominant way of looking at the modern world.

The history of spatial photography, on the other hand, is more covert. Since its
invention, photography has been perceived as a mechanism that deals with time
(imprinting, freezing, preserving, disrupting, or stretching time). At the same time,
however, photography had a fascinating latent connection with the perception of
space: from the invention of stereoscopic photography in the 1850s, through early
techniques of "photo-sculpturing,” photographers participation in geographical and
geological surveys, the advancement of photogrammetry, uses of aerial photographs
for mapping, and, more recently, methods of 3D modeling based on digital
photography. Today, in many professional fields, from planning, engineering and
construction, through combat, search and rescue operations, to architecture and
geography, photography is mainly used to create a kind of spatial image, with a
detailed and measurable virtual representation of objects or physical places. Spatial
photography is more about space than time; it shifts the theoretical focus from the
photograph as a trace from the past towards the photograph as a navigable space.
Hito Steyerl has linked the growing prominence of aerial perspectives to changes in
our sense of orientation in space and time, concerning the development of new
technologies of surveillance. She argues that the dominance of the aerial view marks
the replacement of the visual paradigm of the linear perspective with a vertical
perspective, which causes loss of horizon, virtualization of the ground, a state of free

fall, instability, and the emergence of a new subjectivity. Eyal Weizman analyzed the
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Israeli occupation mechanism after the Oslo Accords as a test case that demonstrates
how a direct territorial control was replaced by a system of "vertical politics," in which
space is managed remotely and from above through airspace, the electromagnetic
spectrum, and outer space. The Palestinian territory is photographed and sieged,
monitored and blown-up using technological platforms, sensors, aircraft, and
sophisticated weapons that hover above it. The vertical perspective is absent from
political thinking, he argues, but it occupies a central place in the contemporary
exercise of power, surveillance, and communication. Trevor Paglen, whose work
seeks to uncover, among other things, the new and invisible modes of vision produced
by military apertures such as satellites and drones, argues that we must question the
"horizontal conception” of contemporary geopolitics should, whereas perceiving more
clearly the vertical dimension of contemporary space.

In the course, we will examine the concepts of vertical perspective and spatial
photography and consider what kind of world image they allow? What types of

surveillance, control, documentation, or resistance do they offer?

Student assignments during the course:

Reading assignments.
Mid-semester work.

Concluding assignment: Submission of a 2,000-word research paper at the end of the

semester.
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Contemporary Art in the Arab World (English)

Rawan Sharaf
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The course introduces the diversity and multiplicity of art practices in the Arab world,
and aims at exploring the intertwined relationship between notions of identity,
nationalism, tradition, modernity and globalisation in the work of contemporary Arab
artists. Through exploring the historical trajectory, the course will contextualise the
contemporary art production in line with the rise, failure and fall of the national state
model in post-colonial Arab countries, and will further examine the transformations in
contemporary art practices and contextualise it as part of the globalised art world.
Designed as an interactive course, it will endorse historical and critical text reading
and will investigate visual material in the works of artists, curators and cultural

practitioners from Lebanon, Iraq, Egypt, the Maghreb and the Gulf region.
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