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The international summer program Learning from Jerusalem / Al-Quds offers a

critical framework of urban analysis, research and design focused on the built
environment of the city. It aims to highlight the complexity of urban conflicts in
Jerusalem not solely as a unique case, but rather as an arena that could be used for
understanding urban conflicts elsewhere and possible agendas for their resolution.
The summer program consists of an intensive urban design lab that includes guest
lectures by scholars, practitioners and activists, workshops and virtual tours. It
advances a series of inter-disciplinary and multi-scalar investigations into the
processes and practices, formal and informal, which shape places, politics and
everyday life in the city. In particular, we explore the opportunities of an urban
project of the city, engaging with its infrastructures, ecological systems, resources
and architectures, in the context of its various histories of colonization and
governance.
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Mapping historic urban landscapes
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Cultural mapping has been recognized by UNESCO as a crucial tool and technique in
preserving the world's intangible and tangible cultural assets. It encompasses a wide
range of techniques and activities from community-based participatory data
collection and management to sophisticated mapping using GIS (Geographic
Information Systems). This integrative tool highlights the importance of
understanding the factors that influence the perceptions of places, focusing on
personal and community interpretations of culture. Cultural mapping is, therefore,
used in both a literal and metaphorical sense, going beyond the cartographic
documentation to include other cultural aspects recorded with alternative
techniques.

The course will aim to explore the theory and methods of cultural mapping as an
emergent mode of inquiry and research serving as a tool and methodology for
discourse on spatial planning and representation. It is a practical, participatory tool,
endorsed by UNESCO, as a methodological tool in urban planning, cultural
sustainability, and community development that makes visible the ways local stories,
practices, relationships, memories, and rituals constitute places as meaningful
locations.
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