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This course will examine what psychoanalysis understands about Art. We will ask
whether art expresses inner unconscious desires orimagines scenarios as a



means to criticize disciplining cultural practices. Is art an escape from repression
orisit a presentation of distress? We will read Freud's analyses of art and culture
(Jensen’s “Gradiva,” Michelangelo's Moses), as well as some writings by Lacan,
Kristeva, Irigaray, and Cixous. We will also ask whether art can escape the trap, as
Deleuze and Guattari claim, of Freud's Oedipal analysis, and provide the mode by
which one can overcome psychoanalytic trouble.
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The Unsustainable Self 9306715
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The climate crisis has been defined by the UN as the most serious threat to the
future of humanity. Current approaches aimed to address this threat stress the
need to limit and make better use of natural resources as well as educate about
sustainable consumption. Yet such approaches overlook a crucial question: how
did we get to a situation of over-exploitation of resources and to an acute
disruption of world order from the first place? The answer suggested in the
seminar is that the Enlightenment project has brought about a break between
man and nature that has led to a constitution of a subject craving for more than
she or he needs — an unsustainable self.
We will explore the option that addressing the challenge calls to fundamentally
rethink human-nature relations and that public indifference in relation to the
crisis calls the very notion of the modern self in question. We will read various
thinkers who delt with the formation of the self and its (un)sustainability from
the times of Enlightenment to the present.
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To encounter Kafka means not only to understand the extensive criticism of
modernity Kafka has offered, but also to be able to recognize the impact of his
writings, style and thought on contemporary writers, artists, thinkers: Chaplin
Camus, Sartre, Arendt, Benjamin, Kundura, Nabakov, Becket, Calvino, Highsmith,
Grass, Lynch, Ginsberg, Celan, Oates, Davis, Derrida, Deleuze, Kofman... toname a



few. Kafka's appeal is the focus of this course. We shall read a few Kafka's short
stories along with the literature, the art works and films his stories have inspired.
We will examine the impact the encounter with Kafka has occasioned.
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The course will address the question: what are social paradigm and how are they
connected to design thinking and rethinking of public spaces? Are social
paradigms always visible, or also subtle and hidden? wWho do they serve and how?
What is unconscious bias and are we all affected by it? How do broken social
paradigms manifest in the complexity of the city of Jerusalem? How can we use
the public space to transform them, or at least raise awareness and create a shift
in our perspective? This course aims to question the role of broken social
paradigms in our living spaces, explore the individual and collective, intended and
unintended implications of it and design a transdisciplinary intervention that
offers a possible transformation in our biased perception to benefit all
inhabitants of the city.
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