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Some say that philosophy is the art of asking questions. Some say that we do not
even know how to ask questions. Others argue that philosophy is the love of
knowledge, while others argue that philosophy is the tools by which knowledge can
be acquired.
This course will examine a few philosophical texts. We will read Gilles Deleuze’s
What is Philosophy; Donna Haraway's “Manifest for Cyborg;” Bruno Latour’s “We've
never Been Modern;” Graham Herman's Object-Oriented Ontology: A New Theory of
Everything; and the Marquis de Sade’s “Philosophy in the Bedroom.” In so doing, we
will try to understand the desire we have to understand, to learn about and to know
what something is. And ask, along with Nietzsche, whether the will to know is
philosophical or merely exhibits our desire for control.
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The Unsustainable Self 9306715
™M2,p"w2
18:00-16:30 'N D1
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The climate crisis has been defined by the UN as the most serious threat to the
future of humanity. Current approaches aimed to address this threat stress the
need to limit and make better use of natural resources as well as educate about
sustainable consumption. Yet such approaches overlook a crucial question: how did
we get to a situation of over-exploitation of resources and to an acute disruption of
world order from the first place? The answer suggested in the seminar is that the
Enlightenment project has brought about a break between man and nature that has
led to a constitution of a subject craving for more than she or he needs — an
unsustainable self.
We will explore the option that addressing the challenge calls to fundamentally
rethink human-nature relations and that public indifference in relation to the crisis
calls the very notion of the modern self in question. We will read various thinkers
who delt with the formation of the self and its (un)sustainability from the times of
Enlightenment to the present.

Encounters with Kafka 1700767
™M2,p"w2
15:30-14:00,"T O
N'721N2 .JNTY NIN'7 1"T1 A7D"7 IN1M 'O1NH
To encounter Kafka means not only to understand the extensive criticism of
modernity Kafka has offered, but also to be able to recognize the impact of his
writings, style and thought on contemporary writers, artists, thinkers: Chaplin
Camus, Sartre, Arendt, Benjamin, Kundura, Nabakov, Becket, Calvino, Highsmith,
Grass, Lynch, Ginsberg, Celan, Oates, Davis, Derrida, Deleuze, Kofman...to name a
few. Kafka's appeal is the focus of this course. We shall read a few Kafka’s short
stories along with the literature, the art works and films his stories have inspired.
We will examine the impact the encounter with Kafka has occasioned.
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